
 

 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title:  World Customs                                                                              Unit: 4 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth                                                              Timeline:  December - June 

Unit Summary: Students will research one of their nationalities. They will prepare to present a poster and 

a travel brochure along with any artifacts relating to that country. Highlighting its geographical location, 

types of government, and points of interest. As we travel with each “tour guide” teachers will lead 

discussions on different types of governments, how they differ from the US, how the US interacts with 

these countries and the role of the united nations. We will focus on the geographical location of each 

country and type of climate. We will also be studying the role of families within different cultural settings.  

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Character Education, Technology, Language Arts, Science 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking (9.1), creating a presentation and presenting, Life and 

Career Skills (9.3) (9.4); Collaboration,(9.1) Teamwork, and Leadership, making global connections, use 

of technology to visit other countries (9.4) 

Unit Rationale: This unit was created in an effort to teach different types of governments and how the 

united states interacts with various countries. This makes it less abstract for 4
th
 grade learners and 

integrates other teachings into this one unit, such as: diversity, culture, traditions, geography, climate and 

natural resources. 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed 
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 The world is comprised of nations that are similar to and different from the United States. 

 In an interconnected world, it important to consider different cultural perspectives before proposing 

solutions to local, state, national, and global challenges. 

 People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the experiences they 
have had, the perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points of view. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 
problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 

problem solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater efficiency. 

 Communication with people from different cultural backgrounds is enhanced by the understanding of 

different cultural perspectives. 

 Digital media are 21st-century tools used for local and global communication. 

 The nature of the 21st-century workplace has shifted, demanding greater individual accountability, 
productivity, and collaboration. 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.1.4.A.14  Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, 

languages, customs, and laws.                                                    

6.1.4.A.15  Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions 
to community, state, national, and global challenges.  

6.1.4.D.20  Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected 
world. 

6.3.4.A.4  Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and 
possible solutions.  

6.3.4.C.1  Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children. 

6.3.4.D.1  Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to 
address such actions. 

9.1.4.A.1  Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or collaboratively.   

9.1.4.A.2  Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.  

9.1.4.A.3  Determine when the use of technology is appropriate to solve problems. 

9.1.4.A.4  Use data accessed on the Web to inform solutions to problems and the decision-making process. 

9.1.4.A.5  Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking.  

9.1.4.C.1  Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing tasks in 
different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

9.1.4.D.3  Demonstrate an awareness of one’s own culture and other cultures during interactions within and 
outside of the classroom.  

9.1.4.E.2  Demonstrate effective communication using digital media during classroom activities.   

9.1.4.F.1  Explain the meaning of productivity and accountability, and describe situations in which 
productivity and accountability are important in the home, school, and community.  

9.1.4.F.2  Establish and follow performance goals to guide progress in assigned areas of responsibility and 
accountability during classroom projects and extra-curricular activities.  

 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What are traditions?  Describe your family’s 
traditions. 

 What makes us different? 

 Are all people the same? Why or why not? 

 How is a country’s art and literature affected by its 
customs and culture? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Many countries make up our world.  Each 
country/nation has its own culture, traditions, and 
customs.  Also which affect literature and art. 

 We all come from different backgrounds and different 
countries.  Our values, beliefs, and traditions help form 
an increasingly diverse American society. 

 The countries interact via the United Nations. 

 The USA interacts with these countries through 
contacts, culture and military force. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe the various customs, cultures, and traditions throughout the world 

 Discuss how the United States interacts with various countries via culture, contacts and military force 

 Outline the purpose the United Nations serves 

 Understand how the nations communicate and resolve conflict 

 Understand diversity and how it is affected by race, religion, and class 

 Use technology to learn about students and their families in other countries through links and internet research 

 Examine common and diverse traits of other cultures and compare them to our own culture 

 Evaluate the importance of traditions, beliefs and values.  Discuss how they form a common American heritage in an increasingly diverse 

American society 

 Identify current issues that may have global  impact 

 Explain that the world is divided into many nations consisting of territory and people of their own government, language, customs and laws. 

 Explain why it is so important to understand diverse people, their ideas and their culture. 

 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 

 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and compare spatial patterns and information about people, places, 



regions, and environments. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

At end of the unit students are given a formal assessment based upon knowledge gained as they revisit the 

brochures/posters/presentations to analyze data and answer questions. 

 

Equipment needed: United Streaming, SMARTboard, Elmo, laptops, interactive maps, websites related to 

countries/government studied, art materials, poster boards 

Teacher Instructional Resources: World book on line, library, materials gathered and self generated. 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Note-taking  

 Student generated presentation boards and 

brochures 

 Travel logs 

 Presentation rubric filled out by teacher during 

students presentation of  country 

  Ability to follow directions in the creation of 

presentations 

 

Integration of Technology:  United Streaming, Elmo, laptops, interactive maps, websites related to 

countries/government studied 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation: types of presentations (ie: modified note-taking, use of power points, 

graphic organizers, children wearing headset to assist in all hearing presentations, Elmo to enlarge print, 

printed notes 

Teacher Notes: 

Different kinds of families refers to the many family structures represented in classrooms and in society today, 
including, but not limited to:  traditional two-parent (i.e., mother and father) families, blended families, single-
parent families, multi-racial families, multi-generational families, and same-sex-parent families. 

6.3.4.D.1:  Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address 
such actions (will be taught through character education instruction). 

 


